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What is the EEB?

EEB: the environmental voice 
of European citizens

We stand for 
environmental justice, 
sustainable 
development and 
participatory 
democracy. 

Our aim is to ensure 
the EU secures a 
healthy environment 
and rich biodiversity 
for all.

www.eeb.org

http://www.eeb.org/




35 actions along the entire life cycle of 
products, to:

• Make sustainable products the norm in the 
EU

• Empower consumers and public buyers

• Focus also on key product value chains: 
electronics and ICT; batteries and vehicles; 
packaging; plastics; textiles; construction and 
buildings; food; water and nutrients

• Ensure less waste

• Make circularity work for people, regions and 
cities

• Lead global efforts on circular economy

A new vision for Europe

New Circualar Economy Action Plan



Key product value chains

Electronics and ICT

Batteries & vehicles

Packaging

Plastics
Textiles

Construction & buildings

Food, water & nutrients
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https://eeb.org/library/eeb-position-on-the-end-of-life-vehicles-directive/

1. Ecodesign, 

2. Reuse and  preparation for reuse

3. Recycling targets

4. Recycled content

5. Extended Producer’s Responsibility

6. Harmonised chemicals inventory

7. EV batteries



• ELVs amount to 8 million tonnes in the 
EU a year and raise several 
environmental challenges for EU 
governments. Large amounts of waste 
could be cut down if national authorities 
put in place the right policies and 
followed the Waste Management 
Hierarchy outlined in the EU’s Circular 
Economy strategy.

According to this strategy, waste streams 
should be tackled at the source by 
improving the design of vehicles at 
production stage and to to eliminate the 
toxic content of this waste stream, 
which would help reduce most of the 
environmental impact of ELVs. 

Waste prevention measures

➢ Incentivize durability and repairability

➢ Facilitate recycling and avoid the circulation of toxic substances



Eco-design principles

• Greater attention will need to be 
given to how the design of vehicles 
can influence their full life-cycle 
impacts. 

We suggest considering a cap on fossil 
fuel consumption/CO2 emissions per 
vehicle that will put an end to the 
placement on the market of more 
energy guzzling cars.

In contrast, the transition towards zero emission vehicles while likely shift the burden to the 
production stage. In this case, issues around design for reuse, remanufacture, 
refurbishment, repair and recycling will become more important than ever. Eco-design 
measures are expected to be developed for batteries for EVs in the context of the revision 
of the Batteries Directive. However, these measures will not address other parts of the 
vehicle, chassis, vehicle management system, etc. where extending mileage before the end 
of life of vehicles may present the most desirable option from a climate perspective. 



Reuse and preparation for reuse 

• The ELV’s Directive should better 
reflect the Waste Management 
Hierarchy, where prevention is 
the top priority, followed by 
reuse. The current target does 
not give enough attention to 
such activities as reuse or 
preparation for reuse. 

Not only should this difference from recycling be visible in reporting the 
rates, but also a separate mandatory target for reuse should be considered to 
incentivise this activity. The rules to incentivise reuse should also be 
harmonised across the EU to avoid market distortions.  



Reuse and preparation for reuse 

We recommend binding requirements to 
ensure non-destructive disassembly and 
removal of all reusable modules from the 
vehicle before shredding, and to store 
them safely for reuse. 

The easiness and economic feasibility of 
dismantling before shredding depends on 
design for dismantling, therefore that 
should also be one of the minimum 
requirements for the design stage. 
Appropriate dismantling of layers and 
modules will also facilitate quality recycling. 
It also depends on a functioning IDIS 
(International Dismantling Information 
System). It might be necessary to consider 
additional funding schemes within the 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
framework to finance those operations.



Recycling targets -
calculation methodology

1. Same calculation methodology across 
the EU

2. Residues coming from recycling must 
be deducted

3. Set material specific recycling targets

4. Recovery definition (target) –
misleading 

5. No to incineration and backfilling 



Encourage 
recycled 
content

• Mandatory recycled content in new materials 
(vehicles) staged 2025-30-35 and from post-
consumer waste

• Ensure the same standards apply for recycled as 
for virgin material. 

• Avoid dillution of SVHCs



Extended Producer’s 
Responsibility

• Traceability of information across all parties involved 

• EPR schemes for vehicles should closely follow the 
polluter-pays principle. Producers should ensure full 
traceability towards downstream users and pay an 
additional fee to cover the costs of treating difficult 
and toxic substances, including the dismantling and 
proper segregation before shredding.

• We encourage to consider any kind of secured system 
of financial flow where the EPR fee paid in the EU 
would follow the vehicle to its last end-of-life stage in 
order to finance its safe treatment, wherever it will 
take place. 



A harmonised 
chemicals inventory list

• To improve the information flow from 
producer to recycler, a product 
information system shall be established in 
the form of an inventory of substances of 
concern. This would facilitate the end-of-
life activities of ELVs’ handlers.
It should require a list of all substances 
used in a vehicle to improve safe 
dismantling of the problematic ones (ie, 
PVC, PU, batteries, etc). 

• Additionally, the Directive’s provisions 
regarding safe pretreatment of components 
containing hazardous substances should be 
made stricter.
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ELECTRIC VEHICLES’ (EV) BATTERIES

https://eeb.org/library/enhancing-the-sustainability-of-batteries-
ngo-position-paper/

https://eeb.org/library/enhancing-the-sustainability-of-batteries-ngo-position-paper/


Electric vehicles’ (EVs) batteries

Close alignment between ELV 
Directive and Battery Directive

Unleashing the second life of 
battery (repurposing)

Standardized rules for dismantling 
and repair information (IDIS)

Access to Battery Management 
System (BMS) 

Battery Passport

….



EU Waste Directives explained + examples of good transposition
https://eeb.org/work-areas/resource-efficiency/waste-recycling/

https://eeb.org/work-areas/resource-efficiency/waste-recycling/
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