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About Clean Energy Canada
Clean Energy Canada works to accelerate Canada’s transition to a clean 

and renewable energy system. We collaborate with civil society, 

governments and the private sector to build awareness and support for 

solutions that address climate disruption and foster an energy efficient, 

environmentally responsible and prosperous economy. 

Clean Energy Canada is an initiative of the Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue at Simon Fraser 

University.

2



State of Play

Where Canada wants to go

• Canada has set the following targets:
– Reduce greenhouse gas emissions 40-45% by 2030 

against 2005 levels 
– Economy-wide net-zero emissions by 2050
– At least 50% of passenger vehicle sales to be zero-

emission by 2030 and 100% by 2035 
– 100% of medium- and heavy-duty vehicles sales to be 

zero emission by 2040, where feasible
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State of Play

Transportation is 2nd highest emitter
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Source: ECCC, 2021



State of Play

Electric car sales on the rise
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Trends and developments in EV markets 
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Electric car registrations increased in major markets in 2020 despite the Covid pandemic 

Electric car registrations and sales share in selected countries and regions, 2015-2020 

 
IEA. All rights reserved. 

Notes: PHEV = plug-in hybrid electric vehicle; BEV = battery electric vehicle. The selected countries and regions are the largest EV markets and are ordered by size 
of the total car market in the upper half of the figure and by sales share of electric cars in the lower half. Regional EV registration data can be interactively explored 
via the Global EV Data Explorer. 
Sources: IEA analysis based on country submissions, complemented by ACEA (2021); CAAM (2020); EAFO (2021); EV Volumes (2021) and Marklines (2021).
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Opportunities 

Canadians want to go electric 
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Opportunities 

Savings from going electric 
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Opportunities

Automakers spending billions on EVs
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Opportunities

Recent investments by Detroit Big Three

$1.8 billion 

$1.6 billion

$1 billion 
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Opportunities

Batteries coming to North America

10

Quebec
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Opportunities

Opportunities beyond battery cells too



Opportunities 

Canada’s clean battery advantage 

• Critical metals and minerals
• Skilled workforce 
• Cutting-edge battery R&D 

ecosystem
• Proximity to a well-integrated 

North American market 
• Responsibly-produced 

resources
• Abundant clean electricity to 

power low-carbon operations
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Policy Landscape 

EV Policies in Canada 
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Demand-Side Supply-Side Industrial 

• Carbon price
• Consumer purchase 

incentives
• Public charging 

investments
• Education and 

awareness programs 

• Vehicle emission 
regulations 

• Provincial sales 
mandates in BC and 
Quebec 

• Clean Fuel Standard 
(forthcoming) + Clean 
Fuels Fund

• $8 billion Net-Zero 
Accelerator Fund

• Mines to Mobility 
“strategy”


